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An Act To Amend Section 20-45, Code Of Laws Of South
Carolina, 1952, Relating To Service On Nonresidents In Mar-
riage Annulment Actions, So As To Extend Such Service To
Marriages Performed Outside Of This State Under Certain Con-
ditions.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
SECTION 1. Section 20-45, 1952 Code, amended-service on
nonresidents in marriage annulment actions.-Section 20-45, Code
of Laws of South Carolina, 1952, is amended to read as follows:
"Section 20-45. When any marriage has been contracted or solemn-
ized in this State and any action is brought under Sections 20-6, 20-
41 and 20-43 seeking to annul such marriage, the plaintiff may serve
his complaint on the probate judge or other officer before whom the
application for marriage license was made when the defendant is
a nonresident of this State or has left the State and it is made to
appear by the affidavit of one of the parties to the action that such
defendant is a nonresident or cannot be found in this State. The
probate judge or such other officer shall forward to the last address
of the nonresident or absent defendant, as it appears from the ap-
plication filed before him or from the affidavit of one of the parties,
and such service shall be legal and complete from the time the com-
plaint is so served upon the probate judge or other officer mentioned.
If there is no last known address, either from an examination of
the application for the marriage license or from any other source,
the defendant shall be served by publication as provided in Sections
10-451 and 10-454. When such service is sought upon the probate
judge or other officer before whom the application for a marriage
license was made, a fee of one dollar shall be paid to the probate
judge for service and the probate judge shall provide a book in which
to keep a record of such service, the acceptance of which will be
made upon the back of the original summons. The original sum-
mons shall be filed in the office of the clerk of court of the county
in which the action is pending, the probate judge keeping one of
the copies of the summons and complaint in his office and forward-
ing the other to the nonresident or absent party.
Service by publication as provided in Sections 10-451 and 10-454
shall also be available to a plaintiff in any such action for annulment
whose marriage was contracted or solemnized outside of this State


